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occurs after j r , it is not an error fo r w1111, but ra ther an abbreviated writing for the ex istential jw 
11•11, the j 1r be ing omitted after conditional j r _1io, If this explanation is accepted, it becomes 
necc sary to re-examine the ca es where 1111111 is int rod uced by conditional j r . James, following 
Gardiner, has sugge led that w1111 sc/111.11.f is used after j r in the tte~anakhte letters becau e jw 
s{/111.11.f could not fo llow j r .60" Since conditional j r doe. seem to lake a circum tantial form after 
it in mo t case , it would hardly see m likely that the predica tive initial form jw sdm.11.f would 
ha c been the appropriate form : the circumstant ia l sc/m.11.f would seem to be the likely 
candidate, and there are in fac t examples of j r s(!m.11.f607 Jr w1111 sdm.11.f must have been used 
fo r a different purpose. A lthough Jame has lated that w1111 s(!m.11.f after j r does not project 
the sen c of the future perfect a it doe when j r is ab ent ,608 it i clear from hi example that 
we ar dealing with a hypothetica l ituati on et in the pa t, and it i the future perfect which 
wo uld probably ex pre s the de ·ired nuance. 609 

A imilar explanation might be made for the pattern jr w1111 s(!m..f'. where considering w1111 
s(l111.f merely a a substitue for jw sdm../"10 eem to be an oversimplifica ti on. De pi le the fact 
that jw could not occur after jr in Old and Middle Egyptian, jw s(!m.f is a pred ica ti ve 
con truction ex pre ing genera lity or repetiti on. In the examples shown by Edel and 
G ardiner," 11 a en e of the future or of an unfulfilled condition is implied,rn and uch a nuance 
wa not expre s d by j 11• dm.f M oreover, we have een that a sen e of continuity i expre cd 
in "condi Li on·tl que lion ." It i likely then that j r 111111 s(!111.f wa u ed to indica te a hypothetica l 
·i tuation : it wa not a substitute for *j r jw sdm.f 

Thi di cu ion i not meant to ca t doubt on the explanation for the appearances of w 1111 

aft r j r being due to sub t ituti on fo r jw in c1 II cases. It would eem that con !ructi ons with 
pse udo-ve rbal or adverbial predica tes who e ubjects were int roduced by jw would probably 
sub t itute 11•1111 for jw aft er conditional j r .61.1 

c,o, Sec abo c. p. 80. Example I. and the following discussi n. 
Ml6 Jamcs. (-le~a11a~h1e. p. 104. 
607 Sec Gardiner. EC. pa. 151. and Wc ·tcndorf. Cru11dri.n der Medi: i11 Vlll , pa. 242. I; ho\ c er, for jr I, p.11.j, cf. 

Lope, ... Le Papyrus Millingcn. " pp. 29-3j _ It i · al o possible that the ·c example can be analy1cd as;,-+ a nomi nal 
fo rm in \ hirh ca c the jr \ ould runction not a· a conditional partidc, but as a parti...-lc bringing cmphasi~ to the 
following nominal construl·ti on. 

608 James. (le~1111a~hre. p. I 04. 
609 Sec CT I 307 h-308 h. where 1m11 .\<}111.11..f occur· wi thout an introductory particle, but it is sti ll po siblc that it 

i~ to be understood a· a condi tion. " I f" it should be the ca e that h ha heard." Sec also We tcnclorf, Gru11driss der 
Medi:i11 VIII. pa. 242. 8. for another example of 11·1111 si_}111.11.f It i · po5siblc that w1111 si_}m.11.f was u ed after j r im p! 
because Jr s~/111.11./ a ambiguou ·. 

610 Gardiner. EC, pa. 150. and pa. 474, and Edel. AiiG, pa. 973. 
1, 11 Ibid. 
612 Although there arc only a few c ample of thi construction, each of them has a nominal ubjcct. 
61.1 ote that although _in + jll' subject + p eudo-verb·tl predicate can be interpreted a a condition, there arc no 

c. amplcs of.in + j w ubjcct + adverbial predicate which can be thu u ed. 



APPENDIX 

Evidence From Later Periods 

Diachronic Evidence Regarding Jn and Jn-Jw 

Until the early part of the New Kingdom, j11 was the most versatile and fr equently used 
interrogative particle. During the same period, j117jw appears rarely and is re tricted to 
introducing nominal entences; but, according to most grammars, it doe appear more regularly 
later in the New Kingdom.(, 14 In di cussing j117jw in the later periods, a is true al o for the 
early stages of the language, we cannot use for example ca es where jw belong to the 
following construction, since uch questions have in actuality j11 at the head.(, 1' In a . urvey of 
text from the New Kingdom,(,16 where it i clear that j117j~, was u ed, i.e., in non-verbal 
nominal sentence or sentence with nominal (emphatic) verbs, it appears that mo t of the 
e amples come from lit erary ource _rn The restriction of j 117jw to nominal entence. (both 
with noun predicates and emphatic [nominal] verbs) appear to hold true in mo t instance 
even in these texts; however, there is some likelihood that where sdm.f is concerned, .in:ill' 
may introduce non-emphatic verb . It is po sible that .in:iw before non-emphatic sdm.f in Late 
Egyptian, which is restricted to lit erary texts, may have been formed on the ba is of false 
archai ms. Sdm.f in literary Late Egyptian can be either pre ent (po sibly derived from jw s<_/111.f 
in lit erary Middle Egyptian) or past (from ,ii sdm.11.f in Middle Egyptian).rn It may have been 
felt that the jw-ordinarily dropped as a marker of independence because of it oyerwhelming 
circumstantial usage in Late Egyptian-was permitted here owing to a remembrance of it s 
frequent appearance in classical Middle Egyptian after j 11 in a variety of constructions: nominal 
(verbal and non-verbal), verbal, pseudo-verbal, adverbial and adjectival sentence . A imilar 
explanation may be valid for j11 jw s(!m.11.f Questions from the later periods, however, are not 

6 14 Erman, G. pa. 739, and K orostov tsev. G • pa. 165 and pa. 166. 
61 5 See the next section of the Appendix . 
616 Among the sources u ed were: J. Cerny, La1e Ramesside Le11rr~ ("BAe," vol. IX : Bru sci ·: Edition de la 

Fondation Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth, 1939): Erman, G: Korostovt cv. G : P. Frandsen . An 0111/i11e of 1//e 
La1e £gyp1ia11 Verbal Sys1em (Copenhagen : Akademisk Forlag, 1974): J. Cerny, ·'Lecture on Late Eg_ ptian 
Grammar at Brown Univer ity," privately distributed. 1954: A . Gardiner. La1e-EgyJ11ia11 S1ories (" BAe," vol. I: 
Brussels: Edition de la Fondation Egyptologiquc Reine Eli abc th. 1932). La1r-£gyp1ia11 Miscellanies (" BAc," ol. 
Vil: Brusse ls: Edition de la Fondation Egyptologiquc Rei ne Eli abcth, 1937): S. Groll, 011-Vrrbal Se111em·e Pa11erm 

in La1e £gyp1ia11: and S. Groll. The ega1ive Verbal Sys1e111 of La1e EgyJ1lia11 (London: Oxford University Press, 
1970), and Cerny and Groll. A La1e £gyJ1lia11 Grammar. 

1,11 Sec the exa mples below, n. 619. 
(, IN See S. Groll. "The Literary and the Non-literary Verbal Systems in Late Egyptian ," Orie11wlia L orn11ie11sia 

Periodica : Miscellanea in Ho11ore111 JoseJl//i Vergo1e, 617 (1975/76). pp. 239-42. 

109 
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the most reliab le source fo r cx ·1mples of Middle Egyptian usage . Nominal scfm.f often does not 
geminate: the nega tion 11 .. .js i. rare: and j 117j1v appea rs before scfm.f and s(/111.11.f 1:>1 9 

111, however, per i ts as the major interrogative, even during thi s time period, and it retain 
most of it. ersa tility."20 It i not j 117jw which replace j 11 in many cases, but 11', a word which 
apparently could also be used for j 117jw.''21 We find that the variant II for j 11, which continues in 
u. age in litera ry tex ts, appea rs to be required in mo t non-litera ry tex ts, espec ially those of the 
latter part of the New Kingdom. In contra t, j 117jw appears infrequently and then i limited to 
literary le t. : it nc er occurs in non-literary tex t . Its u e may be attributed in many ca e to a 
misguided attempt to write Middle Egyptian. During that time, jw frequently appeared after j 11. 
It is po ·.- ible that the scribe erred in a uming that thi jw, which wa the fir t element o f the 
underlyi ng statement , was ra ther part of the interroga tive.rn 

The functi on of these interroga ti ve in Late Egyptian can be seen in T able 2. 

hl'I For 1~/111.f and ~r/111.11.f in the Ethiopian peri od, s c Logan and Wcstcnhol,., "Sr/111.f and Stj111.11../ Forms," pp. 
l l -20. . Spalinger has made a preliminary study of the negatives in the Pcy stcla and has not found 11 .. Js. Sec p. 
73. n. 410. otc the use of 1111 + pro ·pccti c srl111Jart cr _i11:iw in Massart , " Leiden Magical Papyrus," ro. VI, 7,)11-
ii r 1111 rlj./.. 11:i " Will . ou not know me?" Other questi ons from literary sources arc not so easy t distingui ·h 
between an cmphatic r a non-emphatic usage. since the verbs arc strong, and there is an adverbia l adjunct. Sec for 
example. A 11w·1e 2x + 19. SalliN . IV 3. 2, amt Homs and Seil, 9. 6. In literary le t. ·. we also fi nd d ear c ample<; of 
i11) 1r before emphatic crbs ·uch as U m (Lieb. 1/arris I , 3 and 4) and J.<(i ( Doomed Prince, 6. 10). cc also the later 
emphatic question. Ur/.. . Ill 70, ) 11:i "' .ii. rn r '(,' .in:i "' .ii..rn r b'/.. " Is it to fi ght or work that they have come?" Th 
,;amc analy~is can be made fo r a question in the Pcy tcla, 52 ( Ur/.. . Ill 19) . J11:i "' .h (rn:i pt 111 .ssr " Is it ·1rrows that 
heaven rains·, .. 111 i 1r also occurs s vcral times in the Chester Bcall y Papyri ( . Gardi ner. Hiercl/ ic Pa,~vri in 1he 
Bri1i~h Afu~e11111. 3rd seri es II [London: Bri ti sh Museum. 1935] ). Clearly the questions with adverbial predicates arc 
to be analy, cd ;11 + j 11• (I vs. 3. 5 and 3. 7) ·ind the same analysis is alid for the question wit h pseudo- crbal 
prcdirn tc (I 3, 6. 3. 8. and 7. 13). When ·the predicate is s~/111.I the anal sis is ambiguous, since the verb i · strong 
and there i~ an ad crbial adjunct (IV 3. 7 and 9, 5) . The two examples of ~r/111.11.f (I V 9, 3 and 9. 4) should be 
analy1ed as J11:i1r + emphatic sr/111.11 . .f. For j 11-i ll' before a Late gyptian non-verbal nominal sentence, sec Lieb. 
/larri , 1. 3 (sec above, p. 84. n. 478). 

"- 11 1otc that the emphatic question which occur in a lcll cr (La,e RameHide Lel/ers. 24. 9). (i )11 1jr.k <{i t, is not 
int rndlll'Cd by j 11-i ll' . Sec al.-o Table 2. S c "'c rny and Groll , A Late £gy{llia11 Grammar. pp. 3 5 and 555. In the tory 
or Wcnamun. questions arc fr equent. but the majority of them arc in tro luccd b 1111 ( --;;;;; ) for j 11. cc I , x + 8: I . 
x+ 9: I. x+ 20: 1. +22: 1, x+ 23: 1. + 23: I , + 23: 2, 11 : 2, 11 : 2, 12: 2. 13: 2, 27: 2, 49: 2, 65: 2, 66: 2, 77: 2, 

I : 2. 82. In th<.: same tc t. 11 i<; u:cd for interrogati ve j 11 (translated a whether) in 1, 17. and for apparently non­
intcrrogati e _i11 in I . x + 5. ·cc J. Barns. " Some Reading and ln tcrprctati ns in Sundry Egyptian Tcxb ." JEA , 
L VIII ( I 972). 159-66. who fi rst poi nted out the variant 1111 fo r ) 11. Sec al ·o the emphatic quc ·ti on aft er th 
intcrrogati c 1111 for ) 11 in Wcnamun disrn sect by C F. im • " Second Ten c in Wcnamun." JEA . LI ( 1968). 
161-64. ll is translation<;, howc er. rcfl ct·t hi · understanding of 1111 ·omctimes as a negati on. 

h2t Sec also abo c. p. 78. n. 444. For 11· a· a ari;in t for j 11:i ll' , sec ab ve, p. 2, E ample 2. Erman. G. pa. 739. 
hm c er. concluded that " Wo das 4- nicht or &i stcht. ist c · offcnbar stark crk Ll rzt gcwe en. dcnn mann 
<;chrcibt c:. -. oder - �~� . .. s we ·hall see, howe er. both II and 11' do ·tand before j w ( cc below, Examples 3, 
4. and ' ). • is also u ·ed fo r J11 in the coll ni tion 11· Jr in the in cri ption of Mes 9. a James, lfe~a11akll/e, p. 103, 
ha,; already pointed out. Sec also Koro ·tovi -·c . G . pa. 166. 

h22 ·cc Cerny and Groll , A Late E!{yp1ia11 Grammar. pp. 552- 54 and Korosto tsc . GN, pa. 166. It ecms that 
there may have been some diffe rences between j 11 and 11. incc it was u uall y the tall er that could introduce an 
indirect que-1ion (translated as whether). While j ll' aft er )11 could be at the head of several type of underl ying 
!> tat mcnts. the _i ll' after II filr 11' appear · always to be the fir . t clement of a third fu ture con !ruction (see below. 
E -.:ample· 3 and 4) . ec also Cerny and Groll , A Late £gy{ll ia11 Gra111111ar, pp. 260-61 and 554. A further difference 
among the in tcrrogati c: is the use of II rather than j 11 before the positive and negati ve fir st present (ibid ., p. 554) . 
SuL'h variation · arc refl ection · of the type of text. either li terary or non-literary, and the nature of the grammar 
u:.cd therein. 
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TABLE 2 
Uses of Late Egyptian Interrogatives 

U es 111 N' N 111-lw 

Direct que ti on X X X X 

(rare) 

Indirect question X X 

Before fir t pre ent X X 

Before jw subject + X X X 

p eudo-verbal or (only 3rd (only 3rd 
adverbial predicates future) future) 

Before emphatic X x l>B X X 

verbal sentence 

Before non-emphatic X X x 1,24 X (?) 
verbal entence 

Before nominal X X 

entence 

In Demotic, however, .in:iw does not seem to occur at all. 111 appears before emphatic a 
well a non-emphatic verb , nominal sentences, sentences with pseudo-verbal or adverbial 
predicate.rn Occasionally, however, 11 will replace j11.m We even see )11 used before indirect 
questions during thi period.1>2 

Diachronic evidence from Coptic appears at first to confuse our understanding of the 
interrogati ves, ince cAJ€. i u uall y considered to be the successor of earlier )11:iw, and thi 
contradict our findings that ) 11 i the major interrogative in Egyptian_. [/l)(, i , however, 
limited to Sahidic, where the variant E: �~� may also occur.628 /Vt. . is hardly ever u ed in this 

1>2J otc that one example has been found where 11' appear before an active verb that ccms lo be emphatic cc 
abo c p. 82. xamplc 2. 

624 Cern)' and Groll, ibid .• indicate that both II and 11' can precede a non-initial pro pcctivc s~l111J It is also 
po · iblc that the ·c \;'Crbs arc initial pro pccti es, if the examples wi th 1111 arc understood a po itive and tran lated 
a ·\:case." cc also E. Wente, review of A11 Outline of the Late £zyp1ia11 Verbal System. by P. Frandsen, J ES, 36 
(1977). 311. and M. Gilu la, "A 1111.11.fs~lm Sentence?" JEA, LX (1970). 250, for simil ar ugge ·tions regarding 1111. 

625 "piegclberg. DG, pa. 485-pa. 490. See al o the second section of the Appendix and above, p. 17. In Demotic, 
j 1r i the circumstanti al converter, except in ome portions of the paradigm of the first present tense con truction 
and all of the thi rd future paradigm. See also J. Johnson. The Demotic Verbal System. p. 32. n. I. 

62t, See for example Spiegelberg, DG, pa. 489. 
n27 Ibid., pa. 492. 
628 W. Crum, A Coptic Dic1io11ary (Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1939), p. 56, shows only one case (Acts 10, 18) of 

€ fJ . Hi example (only one manuscript) €,fJ[f[ C/MWfv 01HP, MTT€ 1M 6 could. however, al o be an 
illustration of the practice which is common in Coptic of dropping duplicated vowels; • [ A)££ ff. ) C fJf.f[ . 
An example uch a € A)(, KC CXJ Mv seems ambiguous, since it is possible to interpret it either as 

"€.AJ (KCOOlJN or EJJ[, KCOO~fv. -While Bohairic uses the first present after ·c.N , Sahidic consistently 
has either the.circumstantial or the second present, both of which are graphically identical. 
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dialect, and since it does occur after lE ,m it may be an attempt to distinguish questions 
from hypothetical conditions, the particle for which is also ( tJf, .6.1° It would seem likely, 
however, as far as Sahidic is concerned, that ((\)f was the major interrogative, and this fact 
presupposes a link to earlier jn~jw. It is possible, since many questions introduced by jn are 
followed by a construction headed by jw, that this closeness of the two words wa interpreted 
in the Sahidic dialect in one word €,A)(. However, the etymology of({\)[,< jn jw in Sahidic 
is not supported by the evidence from the other dialects. Bohairic use only e:JJ .6.1 1 

Akhmimic employs a./J ,632 but fJ ~- is used in special circumstance .6B In these dialect we 
see the oldest, most frequently used, and most versatile interrogative reflected in the Coptic 
interrogatives aAJ and N[. We can, then, trace a direct•line from Old Egyptian to Coptic in 
the case of the interrogative j 11, and it is likely that Sahidic (,/\)( i also derived from jn. 

Diachronic EYidence for Segmenting the Question 
Pattern Jn Jw Subject + Pseudo-Verbal and 

AdYerbial Predicate 

Since que lions whose predicates are either pseudo-verbal or adverbial are con i tent in that 
their ubject are alway introduced by jw, it is difficult to assume a priori that they hould be 
egmented j 11 + jw rather than jn~jw +. Unlike question in the pattern )11 )11 sc/111.11.f or j 11 j11 

sclm..f'. where the context or the form of the verb might determine egmentation after j n or j 11-
j1v, we do not have such helpful criteria when the predicate i pseudo-verbal or adverbial. Our 
invc ligation of the answers to these que lion ha hown that a re ponse is usually written 
with what appears to be the declarative analogue, i.e., jw ubject + predicate, but mo t of thi 
c idence comes only from que lions with pseudo-verbal predicate . Our examination of the 
particle 1:( rr , and tr ha indicated that these particle , when they occur in the cquencc j 11 
particle jw, do upport segmenting after j11 . 

The pattern j11 jw subject + p eudo-verbal or adverbial predicate i u ed not only in Old and 
Middle Egyptian, but also in Late Egyptian and Demotic.6-'4 A few Late Egyptian examples arc 
presented below, 

62'1 See Crum. CD. p. 56. A variant to Ac1s 10. 18. has instead of (AJ[fc . N€.f£ . 
630 Professor Baer ha poi nted out. however. that it is likely that A)£ i~ rather an indication of the pa t and not 

the interrogative. 
1>31 Crum, CD. p. 56, and A . Mallon. Grammaire Copw (Beirut : lmprimirie Catholique, 1926) . p. 190. 
1>.12 Crum, CD. p. 56. See also W. Till, Koplisdw Dialek1gra111111a1i/.. (Munich: C. H . Beck, 1961) . p. 75, and 

Achmimisch-KoJ1liscl,e Gra111111a1ik (Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs', 1928) , pa. 219. 
63.1 Till. Acl,111i111isch-Kop1ische Gra111111a1ik. pa. 219 B. points ou t that N't::. . howe er. is a common con traction of 

Nf. before the perfect and the future II tenses. G . Steindorf. Le!trbucl, dl'r KOJ1l i~cl,e11 Gra111111a1ik (Chicago: 
Uni ersity of Chicago Pre s. 1951) , p. 209, has included €. AJ as the writing in Ak hmimic. 

634 For the Demotic examples. see F. LI. Griffith and H. Thompson. Th<' De11101ic Magical Pap1•ms of Lo11do11 
a11d Leide11 (London : Clarendon Press, 1904-1909), pl. VI, 30-31 , )11 j wJ ~Id 11.J.: "Am I speaking to you?" and 
Spiegelberg, DG. pa. 488. See also J. Johnson, The De11101ic Verbal Sys1e111. pp. 32, n. I and 70. It would appear that 
the trend in Demotic derives from that of the literary. rather than non-literary te ts. of the New Kingdom . where 
the interrogative fir t present is )11 + jw.f Unlike the tradition in Late Egyptian non-literary tex ts. the pronominal 
compounds are not used. 
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Example I JEA XIV, pl. XXXIII, fig. 2, 3-4 (8. M. 10103)635 

dj.sn n.k l)st mrwt spd-l)r m st.k nbt l)n' gd bY ~d.k sp 2 jn 
jw.k mj-ss mk tw.j mj-ss 

May they give prai e, love, and alertness to you, wherever you 
are. Further: How are you? How are you?636 Are you well? 
Behold, 1 am well. 

113 

The answer to this question is a typical Late Egyptian construction, the first present, 637 while 
the underlying statement in the question introduces the pronominal subject with jw. 

Example 2 P. Orbiney 9, 4 

jnjw.k dj w' .tj 

Are you alone here? 

Thi question follow a pattern that occurs in literary texts of the New Kingdom and also in the 
Demotic period,6.ix i.e., despite the frequency of the pronominal compound before pseudo­
v rbal and adverbial predicates in tatements, the pronominal subject in questions ref erring to 
the ame time, when introduced by jn, is always preceded by jw, and the questions follow the 
pattern jn jw uffix subject + predicate. Jn does not seem capable of introducing a pronominal 
compound. In contrast, during the New Kingdom we do find 11, the variant of interrogative )11, 
which, as we have previou ly mentioned, was frequently used in both the Old and Middle 
Kingdom , at the head of a question followed by the pronominal compound.639 It does not 
appear to hare thi New Kingdom restriction of jn . Since II function , at least in non-literary 
texts of the New Kingdom, as a variant writing of jn, it would seem likely that the use of the 
pronominal compounds after only II would be indirect evidence for segmenting after )11. 

ince all our examples of questions in the present tense with jn at the head are limited to 
the second person, it is possible to suggest that we are dealing here with a formulaic expression 
which might have routinely been under tood a jn-jw, an introductory particle to which the 
uffix ubject could be appended. The fact that Example 2 is from a literary text and that the 

6J5 . Glanvill e, " The Letter of Aa~m6se Peniati," JEA, XIV (1928), 294-312. The same questions are also 
pre ·ent in P. Louvre 3230 (T. Peet. "Two Eighteenth Dynasty Letters," JEA, XII (1926), pl. XVII , 4) . See also J. 
Barn . " Three Hieratic Papyri in the Duke of Northumberland's Collection," JEA, XXXIV (1948), pl. IX . 2-3, 
where the que tion also occurs. M. Bakir , Ex_yp1ia11 Epis10/oxraphy ("BdE," vol. XLVlll ; Cairo: l'ln titut Fran~·ais 
Archeologie Orientale, 1970), p. 76, includes other examples of these questions which are apparently fo rmulaic 
expression . 

636 Bakir , E!{l'f'lia11 Epis10/oxraphy . p. 76, interpret ljy ~d.k as a question. Peet, "Two Eighteenth Dynasty 
Letters." p. 71 , and G Ian ville, "The Letters," p. 304, however, rendered the phrase " Hai l to thee!'' Barns, "Three 
Hi eratic Papyri," p. 38, 2, rendered the phrase in another letter as a question. Caminos, LEM, pp. 336 and 342, also 
di cus es this phrase. lfy as an interrogative also occurs in the Kamose stela, 30 (see Gardiner, EC, p. 427). 

637 In the letter published by Barns, "Three Hieratic Papyri," pl. IX, 3, the answer is r 111y rwJ 111 ss . 
638 We cannot include here examples from the New Kingdom, where the grammar appears to be predominantly 

that of the Middle Kingdom. See for example, }11 jw "·!" R' "Do you have Re?" (A. Gardiner. "A Stele in the 
MacGregor Collection," JEA,IV 0917), pl. XXXVII) andj11jw.j Ir m sljmjm "Am I really a powerful one there?" 
(Caminos, Li1erary Fragmellfs, pl. XX, D 1, 8) . See also above, n. 619, for similar examples from the Chester 
Beatty Papyri. See al o University Museum (Philadelphia) 29-87-474, where the phrase, jn jw.k m pl }11 jw.k m /' , 

occurs. (Note the similar questions on p.51.) 
639 See the examples shown by Korostovtsev, GN, pa. 166. See also above, n. 622, and Cerny and Groll , A Lare 

Egypria11 Grammar, pp. 552-54. 
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context of that passage is not analogous to that of the letters might, however, be an argument 
against interpreting j n jw.k as a totally formulaic expression. 

We do, however, find the suffix j used in an interrogation of the third future ten e.640 

Example 3 Late Ramesside letters, 68, 3641 

(j)n jw.j ssp.w n.f m t'y wnwt 

Shall I put up with it from him now? 

We also find the second person singular being used in this type of question. 

Example 4 Late Ramesside letters, 4, S 

(j)n jw.k jnt.j (sic!) M2 

Will you bring him [lit erall y, me]? 

Despite the absence of answers for Examples 3 and 4, it doe seem that they hould be 
analyzed as j n + ju, since we find the writing II for j n, which may indicate that (i) n wa the 
interrogative and that it stood before a constructi on headed by jw. It eems less lik ely that we 
have here *11:iw as a variant of Jn:i w, since we would expect to ee such a construction 
frequently; but it eems to be limit ed to only Examples 3 and 4.h43 In upport of under landing 
the segmentation j 11 + jw is another questi on which is also in the same tense. The ubject 
here, indefinit e tw, is introduced by 11' jw rather than by j 11 jw_M4 

Example S OMRO XLI , fig. II , II 

n' jw.tw r jnt.w jw.sn r l)'t n'y rm!t m mjtt 

Shall one bring them, they lik ewise being before these people? 

This question clearly indicates that an int_errogative word stood before the sentence 
beginning with j u . Since it is known that j 11 was interchangeable with 11' in the New 
Kingdom,"45 it would seem that in this example only the fir st word functioned as the 
interrogative_Mfi The existence of a compound interrogati ve *11':i w parall el to .i11:iw is hardly 
lik ely, since 11' is known also to have been used parall el to J11:jw_M7 

Although the tense of Examples 3, 4, and 5 is that of the third future and statement 

MO See P. Frandsen, A11 011rli11e. pa. 31, who understood this example to be in the thi rd fut ure ten e. 
h4 I J. Cerny, Lare Ramesside Le11ers. p. 68. 
642 For the translation. see E. Wente. Late Ramesside Le11ers ( .. SAOC." ol. XXX III : Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press. 196 7). p. 20. 
MJ We might have expected to fi nd •11:jw before an emphati c verb. but we find only Jn:iw (sec above. n. 619) or 

11 .iir.f s<jm (Cerny. Late Ramesside Le11ers. 24. 9. and Cerny and Groll . A Lare EK.v11ria11 Grammar, pp. 385 and 554. 
Set: above, n. 620). The fact that it is 11, not •11:iw, which appears before the few example of direct questions where 
the pronominal compound fo ll ows the interrogation, would further support segmenting _in + j w. 

M 4 J. J. Janssen, " Nine Letters from the Ti me of Ramcsscs II ," OMRO, XLI (1960). fig . IL 11. 
645 See Korostovtsev. GN. pa. 166. Cf. Erman, NG, pa. 739. Sec Cerny and Groll , A Lare EKYfltian Gra111111ar, 

pp. 552-53. . 
646 fv occurs two other times in these letters (Janssen. " Nine Letters." fig . 9, vs., 3 and 4) where it introdul·es 

indirect questions in the manner of 11. 

647 See above. p. 82, Example 2. 
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analogou to these questions, even in the New Kingdom, would be introduced by j'rl, they do, 
becau e of the u e of the variant II and 11', indicate that an interrogative stood before a 
c n truction headed by j11•. It i likely that other question of similar patterns (in j11 uffix + 
p eudo-ve rbal or adverbial predicate) hould be analyzed similarly. 

E idcnce which would al o support egmenting after jn occur in later text from the 
Demotic period. When the fir t pre ent ten e construction i interrogated in Demotic, most of 
th pronominal ubjcct are preceded by jw, i.e., jn + jw + uffix subject + infinitive.1'4x For 
noun ubject and third per on plural, the construction is, however, j n + ubject + 
infiniti e.64" ne might have expected if J11:i11 were u ed that it would have occurred before all 
: ubject , but uch is not the ca e. From the evidence of our few Late Egyptian example and 
the later quc Li on from Demotic, it eems clear that constructions formed with the 
independent fir t present (rwj, rw.k, etc.) could not occur after j n. Whene er a declarati e 
. ta tement which utilized the pronominal compound wa to be interrogated by j n, the 
con truction with two exception. (third per on plural and noun subject , according to the 
Demotic ev idence) wa tra n. formed into the pattern jn + jw + uffix + predicatc."'0 

The fir t three c lement of que tion with pseudo-verbal and adverbial predicates introduced 
b the full writing j n arc Ii ted in Table 3 .i,~ i 

Subj ct 

1 . ingular 

2 ingular 

3 ingular 

1 plural 

2 plural 

3 plural 

Indefinite 

Noun 

TABLE 3 
Questions With Pseudo-Verbal and Adverbial Predicates 

Old/Middle Kingdom 

Jn JW.J 
jn jw.k (t) 

jn jw.f (s) 

jn jw.tw 

jn jw N 

New Kingdom 

Jn JW .J 
jn jw.k 

n' jw.tw 

Demotic 

Jn JW.J 

jn jw.k 

Jn 

jn N 

648 J. John on, "Demotic Verbs and Dialect " (Ph.D. dissertation . Universi ty of Chicago. 1972) . p. 40 . n. 2. has 
made thi ob er ation and includes evera l examples to illustrate her conclu ions. She also ha included (ibid ., pp. 
224 and 226) l inguistic uggestions to support her analysis that j 11 was prefi xed 10 an independent sta tement. 
Unfortunately, there are no example of a third per on singular subject after j 11. but . si nce Demotic uses j ll' J rather 
than Late Egyptian sw in late men ts, we might a sume that ~iw.f would also occur after j11. 

M'I Sec Spiegclberg, DG. pa. 438 , for some examples. 
c,50 John on. " Demotic Verb . " p. 40. note that "a form indistinguishable from the circumstantial was u. ed 

after the que lion particle j11." Sec J. Johnson , The Demoti(' Verbal System. p. 32, n. I. 
65 t Only the subjects which actually have been attested are included in this table. For the ources of the Late 

gyptian examples see n. 6 I 6. 
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Table 3 indicates the consistency with which thi type of question wa formed. De pil e the 
comparative lack of examples in the New Kingdom, we can see that the pattern establi shed in 
the earli est peri ods of the language was maintained in most case into the Demoti c peri od. The 
only change appears in the preference in Demotic for the independent pre ent con tructi on 
with the third person plural and noun subjects. Unfortunately, we cannot determine whether 
Late Egyptian foll owed this pattern. We have seen, however, that when there were answer to 
thi type of question in Late Egyptian, the pronominal compound wa u ed, and the same 
alt ernati on between the construction of questi on and answer is also fo ll owed in Demoti c."51 It 
would eem, therefore, that the Demotic u age wa ba ed on an earli er pattern. 

Even though it is possibl e that questi on with pseudo-verbal and adverbial predicates, where 
j n jw stood before a ubject, may have become merely formulaic ex pre ion , the ab ence of jw 
before the third per on plural and nominal ubject in Demoti c ugge ts that j n alone wa the 
interrogative and that j w was not part of the interrogati on. In support of this interpretati on i 
another Demotic question, jn j w jw.k r rlj { y.f.f r-db' 1p'l dr II sb 11/i· " Will you be able to take 
it through the strength of a good scribe. " 653 Here, on the analogy of the use of the 
circumstantial fir st present aft er j 11, the circum tantial converter wa u ed before the 
independent third future con truction.654 

Alth ough concentrating primaril y on the problem of egmentati on here, it should be 
mentioned that we have grouped together example from both lit erary and non-lit erary 
oun:e . Whil e the conclu ion reached regarding egmenting aft er j n (rather than aft er j 11 jw) 

appears to be valid in the majorit y of ca e , the coll ecti on of example al o help to point out 
. ome di tincti on between the two genres. As in earli er peri od , non-lit erary text prefer (i) n: 
.in:iw does not occur in uch texts: and j w aft er (i ) 11 appear to be limited to the Third Future. 
Lit erary text all ow jw (foll owed by subject + adverbial or pseudo-verbal predicate) for the 
interrogation of the Fir t Present tense, whil e non-lit erary texts ordinaril y u c (i )11 + the 
pronominal compound (Cf., however, Example I , above). Demotic prefer the pattern of the 
fo rmer (except fo r third per on plural and noun ubjects) and thus fo ll ow mainl y the literary 
traditi on. 

1,,1 Sec for example, Gri ffith and Thompson. Magirn l . XVI. 26. 
1,:;_1 Dr. Johnson ha pointed out this example from Setna IV . 27 (Spicgclbcrg, DC. pa. 489), and the 

accompanying tran lati on and interpretati on. Sec now, J. Johnson. De11101ic Verbal S.1•s1e111 , p. 166. 
(, :i -l See also above, Example 5. which may be susceptible to this analy is, if 11' = ) 11 .hr. A Late Egyptian question 

which comes from a damaged text may also fit into this category. )11 j w ) 11'.f [/// /] ( As,aru• I. x + 13 = A. 
Gardiner. Lal(' Egyp1ia 11 S1ori£'s [ ··BAc ." vol. I: Bru scls: Edit ion de la Fondation Egyptologiquc de la Reine 
Eli sabeth. 19321. p. 77). 
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